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Last week's Press Association interview with the Archbishop of

Canterbury included much more than most papers reported. Here is what he

said about the environment:

Speaking about environment, he said the issue was "very important" to

the Church of England. 

He highlighted the work of the Bishop of London, the Rt Rev Richard

Chartres, and the Bishop of Liverpool, the Rt Rev James Jones, in

pushing for greater reductions in carbon dioxide emissions in the

Climate Change Bill from 60% to 80% by 2050. 

He said the Church had moved to encourage greater environmental

awareness through a "green" award scheme and audits of major church

properties such as Lambeth Palace to make them more

environmentally-friendly. 

The Lambeth Conference in July is to be carbon offset through an

environmental scheme in Burundi, Africa, and there would also be a day

devoted to the environment where people from the areas most immediately

affected such as Bangladesh, the Pacific and Kenya, would be encouraged

to give their views. 

Dr Williams said he was undecided yet about the view of the former chief

scientific adviser Sir David King, who has said nuclear energy is

essential to reduce Britain's carbon emissions. 

"I suspect that like others who are environmentally concerned, I have a

very divided mind on this, the technicalities of the safety of nuclear

power still puzzle and alarm me rather," he said. 

"I think there is a bigger question behind it. If going over to nuclear

power is just a way of maintaining the same levels of energy consumption

only somehow more cheaply, I wonder if we are not deluding ourselves

that there is a free lunch somewhere in all this and we are just

avoiding the challenge of a deeply problematic lifestyle. 

"I need to study this question more deeply than I have." 

Asked about the prospect of expansion of Heathrow in the form of a third

runway and sixth terminal for the airport, Dr Williams said: "I am very

unhappy about that particular trend. I think if there is to be any

expansion we have to have absolute clarity about what offsetting

policies we corporately, Governmentally, are thinking about." 

Dr Williams said he had made changes to his domestic life through

activities such as recycling and supporting local farmers' markets when

in Canterbury. 

This year, he said, he had decided to cut down "drastically" on flying

and his only fixed and confirmed flight this year was to Auschwitz with

the Chief Rabbi Dr Jonathan Sacks, a long scheduled trip. 
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